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I        There is an undeniable human need for some 
semblance of permanence in our life, something that 
is everlasting, existing perpetually without significant 
change.  Where do we look for it?  Where do we find 
it?  

A.      Married people often look for it in their 
marriage.  For those who have been married a 
long time there is a security in that bond and a 
sense of permanence. 
B.      People look for it in their children who will 
most likely outlive their parents.  They can say 
that in a sense a part of their life continues in 
their children and grandchildren.  
C.      In our lives we have other things that have 
a sense of permanence to them, like a career, 
job, friendships that last a life time, the hometown 
in which we were born and sill live there.  We 
may be part of an institution or a family business 
that after generations has a sense of 
permanence to it.  Yet, these too change with the 
times and new generations rethink their purpose.  
D.     Upon reflection we realize all these good 
things just mentioned are not permanent.  They 
all pass.  They may last a long time but a long 
time is not forever.  It is not the permanence for 
which we long.    
E.      In today’s Gospel from St. Luke Jesus is 
observing people speaking about the beauty of 



the temple in Jerusalem.  It was indeed beautiful 
and impressive.  The complex of the buildings of 
the temple covered 13 acres.  Nothing was 
spared in the building of this massive white 
marble structure dedicated to the worship of God 
because nothing was too good for God.  The 
Jerusalem temple was thought of as the dwelling 
place of God on earth and the presence of the 
temple was part of God’s pledge to be with his 
people.  
F.      Jesus stuns the people by what he 
says.  He tells them “All that you see here—the 
days will come when there will not be left a stone 
upon another stone that will not be thrown 
down.”  Jesus is saying the center of their faith 
life, if not the center of their life, will cease to 
exist.  How could this be?  It would be somewhat 
like a tour guide telling us that these beautiful 
Cathedrals in Europe or here in the United States 
will be coming down, or the U.S. Capital building 
in Washington D.C. will be destroyed.  We would 
not want to hear that.  In fact, the temple was 
destroyed by the Romans in the year 70.  The 
Roman authorities got tired of the endless 
rebellions and fighting in Jerusalem and so they 
leveled the city.  What once was considered 
permanent, what stood as a symbol of 
permanence, was gone.  
G.     So where do we fulfill our need for 
permanence in our life?  The answer for us is 
obvious.  God!  Where else can we go?  It is like 



the scene in John’s Gospel when many of the 
disciples of Jesus leave him and Jesus’ askes 
the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?”   Peter 
answered him saying, “Master, to whom shall we 
go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We have 
come to believe and are convinced that you are 
the Holy One of God.”  
H.     God’s presence to us in this life and in the 
life to come is where we find our permanence.  In 
this life we first love God with all our heart, soul 
and mind and our neighbor as ourselves.  We 
begin with God and extend that love to our 
families, our neighbors and colleagues at 
work.  By God’s grace we bring light to a 
darkened world.  That is part of our purpose while 
we are in this world.  We are to be the light of the 
world.  Darkness is not to discourage us.  
I.       Jesus knows of the darkness of this 
world.  We hear him say in today’s Gospel, that 
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdoms 
against kingdoms” with powerful disturbances on 
earth including famines, plagues and 
persecutions because of your faith.  Yes, we 
know this is part of the cross we bear.  Yet, we 
know all things, good and bad, are passing.  
 J.      For the darkness we face in this life St. 
Teresa calms our fears by letting us know this too 
shall pass.  “Let nothing disturb you, nothing 
frightens you.  All things are passing.  God never 
changes.  Patience obtains all things.  Nothing is 



wanting to him who possess God.  God alone 
suffices.”  (Review this quote).  
K.      We can only find our permanence in God 
both in this life and the life to come.  This is 
immensely helpful when the people we love go 
before us.  In God’s eyes and in His Presence 
they are alive.  By God’s design we are created 
to be with Him forever. With God is our eternal 
permanence. This allows the mystic Julian of 
Norwich to say “All shall be well, all shall be well, 
and all manner of things shall be well.”  These 
words form part of a revelation she received 
while receiving Last Rites as she lay dying.  She 
recovered and reflected on her visions for 
decades that followed.  

L.      Jesus tells us at the end of today’s Gospel, “By your 
perseverance you will secure your lives.”  In this life we 
persevere in goodness.  We take this goodness to eternity 
with us.  Our only security is in the Lord.  He alone fulfills 
our desire for permanence in this life and the life to c 

 


